INTRODUCTION
The avowed intention of a recent paper by Dann ( I964) on psychological disturbance in students of psychology was to encourage others to collect and publish further data. It was suggested by that writer that â€oe¿ the general impression amongst doctorsâ€• was that students and ex-students of psychology suffer more from psychiatric disorders than do other members of the population.
Taking a sample of students reading psychology at University College, Swansea and comparing it with students reading other subjects at the same College,
Dann found a statistically significantly greater proportion of the former to exhibit psychiatric disorder, mostly of a neurotic or psychosomatic sort. The criterion of when a consultation became one for a psychiatric disorder was subjective and â€oe¿ was stretched fairly widelyâ€•, and there is no information about whether the consultant was or was not aware of what course the student was on before arriving at the diagnosis.
A further characteristic of the Swansea population which makes it difficult to generalize to psychology students elsewhere is that the former were not taking the class with a view to becoming professional psychologists or to holding a special Honours degree in psy chology, but were simply filling out a philosophy course by including some study of psychology in it. However, for this very reason, as well as to expand Dann's study, it was thought ad visable to compare the findings on the Swansea population with others taken from a similar â€oe¿ dilettanteâ€• group studying psychology for only one year at University level. Unfortunately the information on this second group was collected for descriptive rather than compara tive purposes, so that different criteria will be adopted in assessing it. In fact, with reference In ten years of using psychological tests on neurotics of all degrees of severity the writer has seen no evidence that testing has intensified the patients' difficulties, nor does there appear to be any supporting evidence for this in the literature.
POPULATION AND METHOD
The group with which this report is con cerned consisted of 36 regular members of a class reading Normal and Abnormal Psychology under the tutorship of the writer at the Depart ment of Adult Education, Vaughan College, mean of 24 . 9 I and SD of 9 â€˜¿ 7 I for extraversion.
Analysis of the distribution of scores on this test of the experimental population showed a very close correspondence indeed to these norms both in terms of mean and scatter, the mean neuroticism score of the class being i 8 â€˜¿ 7 I, SD = I I â€˜¿ 46 and the mean extraversion score being 24 â€˜¿ I 3, SD =@ . 96. Neither of these differences is significant. It can be seen there fore that the members of this psychology class do not show more neuroticism than any other random sample of the population, nor are they significantly more or less extraverted.
In Figure 2 below the Minnesota Multi phasic Personality Inventory scores of the class are summarized and the profiles of mean raw scores drawn after conversion to T-scores. The often be more concerned with the patterning of scores than with one particular deviant score. Scores between T-scores of 50 and 70 are within normal limits. These limits are defined by the heavy lines on Figure 2 and it can be seen that with the exception of a slight tendency to extra version (scale io) in the case ofmen, the general trend in both male and female students was toward a thoroughly normal profile. The slight peak on the males' femininity score is a common phenomenon among reasonably educated British males whose interest patterns appear to be systematically less aggressively masculine than those the typical American male (on whom the test was originally standardized) will readily admit to. The four scales to the left of the diagnostic scales on Figure  2 are scales measuring various test-taking attitudes and these â€oe¿ reliabilityâ€• scales indicate what trust can be put on the final psychogram. In this study only one profile of the 36 available showed itself to be unreliable and this was one from a class member who was known to be psychiatri cally disturbed and whose profile was one of the four discussed below which indicated significant personality dysfunction.
Since the profiles in Figure 2 represent only the central tendency of scores on the variables measured it was thought proper to scrutinize all records for those showing any scale score over 70. Eight such records were found and for each of these the somatotype index was noted. This was done because Davidson et al. (I 955) Table I summarizes the results obtained from the psychology class and shows significant differences from the normative adult sample (Edwards, I959).
It can be seen from Table  I that the experi mental population as a whole showed relatively little abasement or deference needs and rela lively high heterosexual interest and need for intraception. The latter is described as the need to â€oe¿ analyse one's motives and feelings, to observe others, to understand how others feel about problems, to put oneself in another's place, to judge people by why they do things rather than by what they do, to analyse the behaviour of others and their motives and to predict how others will actâ€•. It can easily be seen that this need provides a strong drive toward at least â€oe¿ verstehendeâ€• psychology and the result is given greater significance by the fact that the group did not show, as one might have expected, any great difference from the mean in need for achievement.
The experi mental group scores on abasement, deference and heterosexuality all show a tendency to be more closely aligned with the norms for a University population ; the mean intraception scores for both sexes, however, exceeding even University mean scores for this variable.
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found in the female members of the group. In the standardization samples little or no differ ence was found in this variable between University and a normal adult population. The needs measured by this variable are described as the need to â€oe¿ attack contrary points of view, to tell others what one thinks of them, to criticize others publicly, to make fun of others, to tell others off when disagreeing with them, to get revenge for insults, to become angry, to blame others when things go wrong, to read newspaper accounts of violenceâ€•. These ten dencies were only minimally evident in class but it seems likely that much of the aggression was repressed, the interest in psychology being reinforced by a kind of aggressive â€oe¿ one upmanshipâ€• need. That this was more affec lively than cognitively loaded can be seen from the fact that the group showed no significant difference in â€oe¿ dominanceâ€•, defined in the E.P.P.S. as a much more intellectual, demo cratically operating, decision-influencing need. The female members of the experimental group also showed themselves to be low on endurance and need for order. No immediate hypothesis suggests itself to account for this, except possibly that there is a near-convention of showing such traits among the more scatter-brained women intellectuals. This was clinically apparent in only a few of the class, but the scatter of scores on both these variables was much greater than usual, with more extreme scores at very high and very low levels. Furthermore, â€oe¿ enduranceâ€• and â€oe¿ orderâ€• intercorrelate more highly than most of the scales (o â€˜¿ 33).
DIsCUssION
As Dann (1964) himself recognizes, the data on which he bases his main conclusion that students of psychology are more likely to suffer from psychiatric disorder than other students are insufficient in themselves to warrant much generalization from them. One should perhaps firstof all distinguishbetween successful and unsuccessful students, and between students who study psychology with a view to professional training in the speciality and those reading it for only one year. Quite apart from these considerations Dann's argument appears to depart from his data when he says that a relatively high proportion of male students tend to read psychology. 
